Next in importance to the physician is his office, the Iatreion, which was at once surgery, dispensary, and consulting-room, and which in later times became, like the gymnasia and barbers' shops, a favourite lounging place for idlers. Here the physician gave advice, performed operations, compounded medicines, and sometimes even received resident patients. Every large city also had its public Iatreion, which, as we learn from an inscription found at Delphi, was in some cases supported by a special tax. We have no evidence as to whether these institutions received in-patents, but it would certainly have required very little to convert thefree dispensary into a rate-supported hospital.
